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March 2012 N Club Speaker
AROUND THE WORLD ON A 47 Ft KETCH
By Mary McClead
It all started with an ad by a 25-year old in Cruising World in 1980 stating that she would sail
“anywhere”.
That is how Mary McClead met her sailing husband starting a ten year odyssey around the world.
For the next ten years, Don and Mary sailed aboard their custom-built 47 ft ketch around the
world.
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Where Can I Find a Navigation Class?
Banana River Squadron: Junior Navigation, started June 2011 and to be
completed in March.
Cocoa Beach Squadron: Navigation is in progress
No others have been reported

Junior Navigation 07 Course Description
Junior Navigation is the first in a two-part program of study in offshore navigation,
followed by the Navigation course. It is designed as a practical "how to" course.
Subject matter includes: Precise time determination; Use of the Nautical Almanac;
Taking sextant sights of the sun; Reducing sights to establish lines of position; Special
charts and plotting sheets for offshore navigation; Offshore navigational routines for
recreational craft.

Navigation 2009 Course Description
After Junior Navigation, this course is the second part of the study of offshore
navigation, further developing the student's understanding of celestial navigation theory.
This Navigation 2009 course deals with learning celestial positioning using other bodies,
in addition to positioning using the sun (covered in the Junior Navigation course). This
course also deals with electronic software tools that can be used to plan and execute an
offshore voyage. You will first learn to reduce these sights by the Law of Cosines
method. Later in the course, you will learn an additional method of sight reduction, the
Nautical Almanac Sight Reduction (NASR) method. You will also learn about sight
planning techniques. With that knowledge, you will have the tools to take sights and
complete your Navigation Sight Folder. The course includes a chapter on using a
software-based voyage planning tool and a navigation program. The final chapter of the
course contains a Practice Cruise that ties the separate elements of the course together.
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Junior Navigation Course Update
The Junior Navigation course has been updated and is now being shipped from Headquarters. This
updated course, identified as Junior Navigation 2012 on the inside front cover of the text, is the first
revision of the course since it was completely re-written in 2007.
The changes in the revised text are not major, so you do not need to destroy any Junior Navigation
2007 text you may have on hand at the Squadron. The primary changes in the course include:
• Correcting typos and expanding the explanations of several concepts presented in the text,
including adding, or expanding, some examples.
• Explanations dealing with sight reductions and the Navigational Triangle have been revised to
refer to the ‘reference position’, with the note that ‘in our case, the reference position is the DR
position’.
• All reference to “Maptech” and the “Maptech CD” have been removed from the course.
• Since the Coastal Piloting courses have returned to the practice of recording Speed to a
precision of one decimal place (instead of just two significant digits), the updated Junior
Navigation course includes this change.
• Sight Error (SErr), which had been first introduced in the Navigation course, is now included
in the Junior Navigation course.
The major change instructors will see in the course is less emphasis on using celestial to ‘check’ the
GPS. The premise in the revised course is that the navigator should use celestial techniques to keep in
practice in the event one loses the GPS for whatever reason. All sight reductions are from the DR
position, except for the ‘occasional’ instance when the navigator wants to check his/her sight-taking
accuracy; in that case, the sight is reduced using the GPS position coordinates (with the resulting
intercept called Sight Error). The student will continue to maintain a DR track, and determine the DR
position needed for the sight reductions. The most extensive ‘text’ changes will be seen in the Practice
Cruise, where many of the GPS positions were removed (which previously led students to reduce sights
from those GPS position rather than determining the appropriate DR position), knotmeter log values
were corrected, and the Practice Cruise slightly shortened.
The Offshore Navigation Committee is now working on updating the associated Power Points for the
classroom presentations, the Instructor Manual, and the Junior Navigation exams. The updated Power
Points will primarily require addition of the new or expanded examples, so it is anticipated that this
update will be available in the near-term. The Junior Navigation exams will be revised by the time the
Squadrons that were shipped the revised JN course order their exams. The Instructor Manual will be
the last item to be updated. In the near-term, the revised Power Point Classroom CD will be shipped
with the ‘old’ Instructor Manual, until the Instructor Manual can be updated.
Sometime in late 2012, the Offshore Navigation Committee will work on updating the current
Navigation course.
Submitted by Ann Fields, SN
Offshore Navigation Committee
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From the Purser….

From the New
Editor….

If you haven’t paid your 2012 dues, please see me
at the upcoming District Conference in October.
For those of you not able to attend the Conference,
please mail me a check, in the amount of $5, made
payable to “St Johns N Club”, and send to:
George Ammon, 114 Martin St,
Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937.
If you are NOT SURE whether you paid your 2012
dues already, send me an e-mail
(gmammon@juno.com.) or check with me at the
Conference so I can confirm your payment record.
I will also have the N-Club gold lapel pins, burgees,
and miniature lapel pins for sale at the Conference.

This is my first issue as Editor
of the Navigator’s Notebook,
the Newsletter of the St.
Johns N-Club, trying to
follow in the footsteps of my
able predecessor, Ann Fields,
SN.
In order to make it more than
just a bare-bones newsletter, I
will appreciate receiving lots
of information related to
navigation.
Ernst Hofmann, JN; Editor
hofmanneg@juno.com

George M. Ammon, SN, Purser

Editor’s Note:
The N-Club Newsletter is published twice each year, in
March and September. If you have an article of interest
to members of the St. Johns N-Club, please send them to
me at hofmanneg@juno.com. Articles dealing with ‘Tips’
for JN and Navigation instructors are of particular interest.
Send your article for inclusion in the next newsletter by mid-Jan for the March
issue, and by late July for the September issue.
Ernst Hofmann, JN
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Minutes of the St. Johns N Club

St. Johns N Club
October 2, 2011
26 members in attendance
Invocation given by P/D/C George Ammon, SN
Presentation: “Navstar GPS insights”
By 1Lt Ken Ernandes, SN
Meeting called to order by Captain Bud Newton 9:35 AM
Pledge
Les Tribout was presented with a plaque honoring his service as Captain, 2010-2011
New Member applications:
Carmen Adame
Winifred Crawford
Adrianne Goldstein
David Keane
Dennis Peterson
Motion approved to accept new members.
Robert Boxell was reinstated
REPORTS:
Purser report:
Balance:
$1880.15
CD:
$2026.17
Expenses March through October:
First officer:
no report
Committee reports:
None
Audit committee: report approved
Clara Ross, SN
Walter Fields, SN

$72.09

Old Business:
Motion (Walter Fields) second (Clara Ross) award the smaller JN pins to the
newly elected members. Motion passed.
Discussion of continuing to allow non-member guests to remain for the business
meeting. We will allow and will announce for future meeting in writing.
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New Business:
Need to select nomination committee which will report with a slate of officers at
the spring conference.
Will Benny, Fred Adame, and Mike Scallan volunteered and were selected.
Ann Fields would like to have a successor for her role as editor for the newsletter.
Please contact Ann if interested.
Announcements:
JN Course has been out since 2007. Ann Fields is preparing updates and
corrections. Please contact Ann if you have recommendations.
Meeting adjourned at 10:12AM.
Submitted,
Dave Hixenbaugh
Recorded,
Joseph Sackett,
Secretary, St. Johns N Club

N CLUB MEETING
SUNDAY, March 25, 2012
Ramada Inn – 3810 NW Blitchton Rd (I-75 & US-27) Ocala, FL 34475

Starts at 0830 with country buffet breakfast

Followed by Program – see page 1
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The St. Johns N Club Officers
Captain Edward “Bud” Newton, SN
Bud joined the Jacksonville Power Squadron in
1992, serving as Commander in 1996, and SEO
2007 – 2010. He’s been a member of the NClub since 2008. Bud retired from the US Air
Force in 1986, and later retired from Vistakon
in 2004.

First Officer William “Bill” Fehr, N
Bill joined the Banana River Power Squadron in
late 2005 and completed his second term as
Commander of that squadron. He is also a member
of the National Publishing Committee, and grades
AP exams as a member of the National Inland and
Coastal Navigation Committee. Bill’s been a
member of the N-Club since 2008.
Secretary Joe Sackett, SN
Joe grew up sailing on Lake Erie. He was active sailing
in Wisconsin with the Highlander fleet at Lake Geneva
and the J/24 fleet on Lake Mendota. He and his wife,
Sheilah, have sailed their Brewer-44 over 50,000 miles,
including a trip to the Mediterranean. Joe is currently the
D23 Aministrative Officer. He and Sheilah have been
members of USPS since 1999, and Joe has been a
member of the N-Club since 2008.
Purser George Ammon, SN
George has been a member of USPS for 34 years
and has 33 merit marks. He joined the N Club in
1983 and served as Captain in 1992. George was
Commander of the Banana River Squadron in
1983 and 84, and D23 Commander in 1988. He
also served on the National Public Relations
Committee for many years in the 1990.
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Gold Lapel pin with row
of silver stars –
Exclusively for N Club
members achieving the
grade of N - $25.00
Miniature N-Club
burgee lapel pin –
Exclusively for members
of the N Club - $5.00
N-Club burgee –
12”X18”. Well made by
the Prestige Flag
Company - $20.00
Order all items from Purser George Ammon, SN,
114 Martin St, Indian Harbour Beach, FL 32937.
Make checks payable to ‘St. Johns N Club’.
cpayable to St. Johns N Club.
Note – N Club dues are $5.00 annually, due in January
of each year. If you have questions regarding your
8
status, e-mail George at gmammon@juno.com

